
The 
666
Beast 

Identified
What It Means to You

By Steve Wohlberg

Present Truth Publications
Priest River, Idaho 83856

PREVIEW OF CHAPTERS 1 AND 2



Photography and cover design by Jaime Galvez

Copyright © Present Truth Publications 

Printed by Pacific Press® Publishing Association
Printed in the United States of America
All rights reserved

The author assumes full responsibility for the accuracy of all 
facts and quotations as cited in this book.

All scripture verses taken from the New King James Version 
(NKJV), except where indicated as the King James Version 
(KJV), which is in the public domain.

New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nel-
son. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

You can obtain additional copies of this book by calling toll-free 
1-800-765-6955 or by visiting AdventistBookCenter.com.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

ISBN: 978-0-8163-6740-5

First printing: November 2021



Endorsements

The 666 Beast Identified is a most enlightening book. 
In it, the reader finds intriguing facts that lead on to 
momentous discoveries. Though written in a simple, 
straightforward manner, it is suitable for both ordi-
nary and scholarly people. In some ways, it is like 
a detective story, but a true one, unmasking a very 
dangerous enemy that threatens our survival. But 
within these pages, we also meet the greatest oppo-
nent of the Beast, an all-wise and mighty Friend, 
who seeks to save us. I strongly recommend this 
book.

—Edwin de Kock, author of The Truth About 
666 and the Story of the Great Apostasy.



Having already read several of Steve Wohlberg’s 
books, I have been impressed with the clarity and 
simplicity with which he writes on any given topic. 
This book is certainly no exception. He covers the 
present book’s rather delicate and tricky subject 
in his usual breezy yet serious style. The reader is 
sure to come away both spiritually enlightened and 
deeply challenged.

—Jerry A. Stevens
Author, The 666 Factor

The 666 Beast Identified is a must-read for honest 
seekers of truth. The author utilizes the classic Prot-
estant historicist method to interpret the prophecies 
of Daniel and Revelation to discover the meaning 
of 666. This method was also used by reformers like 
Luther and Calvin that led millions out of the Dark 
Ages to a new dawn of spirituality and civilization. 
Applying historicism, the author not only interprets 
the prophecies relating through time to our day, but 
also presents historical evidence throughout history 
to our day to establish who the Antichrist with the 
number “six hundred sixty and six” is. Does it matter 
to know what “six hundred sixty and six” is about? 
This book not only firmly makes the case that it 
matters, but why it matters! May thousands of souls 
be added to God’s kingdom through this book.

—Pastor Reinhardt Stander



We need this book! Thanks, Steve, for laying out 
a tough topic in your loving, easy-to-read style. 
World events are filling hearts with fear and there is 
renewed interest in Bible prophecy. As the editor of 
a periodical that tackles prophetic topics, I encour-
age everyone to read this book and then share it 
with others. “And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 
Daniel 12:3.

—Betsy Mayer, Last Generation magazine
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I dedicate this book to my former professor 
William H. Shea, M.D., Ph.D. (deceased Febru-

ary 15, 2020), Edwin de Kock, Jerry A. Stevens, 
Stephen D. Emse, P. Gerard Damsteegt, Dr. Theol., 
Michael Scheifler, and all others who have held high 
the Torch of Bible Truth.

I also dedicate it to the countless martyrs who 
have shed their blood “for the witness of Jesus, and 
for the Word of God.” Revelation 20:4.

Above all, this work is dedicated to “Jesus Christ, 
the Faithful Witness, the Firstborn from the dead, 
and the Ruler over the kings of the Earth. To Him 
who loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and has made us kings and priests to 
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. Revelation 1:5, 6.
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Foreword

W hat’s really going on in this world we live in? 
What do current events mean? What does 

the future hold? In their perplexity, many are asking, 
“Why doesn’t God speak to us, and let us know?”

The answer is, He has.
We don’t have to go far to find reliable answers.

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
Matthew 7:7.

Dependable information about the present and 
future CAN be found in the Holy Scriptures if we 
only search and look for it.

We have not been left in the dark.
God has told us what is happening now, and what 
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will take place in the momentous days ahead.

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unless He 
reveals His secret to His servants the prophets. 
Amos 3:7.

What’s really occurring on planet Earth has 
been revealed to us in the Holy Bible, in the Book 
of Revelation, where God has revealed to His 
servant—the prophet and apostle John—key aspects 
of the present and future for our benefit, clarity, 
and guidance.

As we journey on, we have been plainly warned 
of the deceit and pitfalls we will encounter.

Deceptions and counterfeits will be rampant. 
Knowing this in advance, Jesus Christ Himself 
gave us this profound warning: “Take heed that no 
man deceive you.” Matthew 24:4. “Many” will be 
deceived (see verses 5 and 11). False teachers will 
“deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Verse 24. Because 
our Savior knew that deception would be such a 
critical problem, He warned us to watch out for it 
FOUR TIMES in Matthew chapter 24 alone.

In the last book of the Bible is also revealed the 
fabulous reward (see Revelation 21:1–7) awaiting 
those who, holding firmly to God’s truth, obtain 
“the victory over the beast . . . and over the number of 
his name.” Revelation 15:2. 

“His number . . . is 666.” Revelation 13:18.
With God’s help, and through the light He has 



Foreword

•  13  •

so graciously provided in His Holy Word, let’s not 
allow ourselves to be deceived and duped by the 
Devil, and cheated out of eternal life.

—Dr. Jonathan Penn
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Introduction

T he number 666. What’s it all about? Perhaps no 
sequence of numbers has ever captured human 

imaginations more than this one. Most realize intu-
itively, even if they don’t understand its meaning, 
that 666 refers to something sinister. If you ask the 
average Joe to explain it, he probably would draw a 
blank; nevertheless, he would most likely assume it 
has something to do with the Devil.

When I was a teenager, I remember seeing 666 
on the back of a rock ’n’ roll album produced by the 
heavy metal group Black Sabbath. I also remember 
watching 666 appear under the hair on the head 
of a young boy in the Hollywood sci-fi film, The 
Omen (1982)—thus identifying this kid as a son of 
Satan. Rumor has it that 666 appears during dark 
satanic rituals. It is often scribbled on subway walls 
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and is embedded in tattoos. Countless books have 
been written about it, and even today it is discussed 
by mainstream TV and radio hosts. The number 
666 has also been cryptically applied to bar codes 
on commercial products, and to the U.S. Social 
Security system.

In July 1976, when the first Apple computer 
went on sale, its price was $666.66, sparking heated 
discussion about whether computers are evil or not.

A friend of mine once purchased a few items 
at Walmart. As my friend checked out, the total 
amount of $6.66 flashed on the screen. The cashier’s 
eyes grew big. My friend blurted out, “Do you know 
what that number means?” “No!” the employee 
replied, “but I know it’s bad!”

What does 666 mean anyway?
Beyond the endless speculation, is there any truth 

behind this intriguing number we should know 
about? In other words, does the number 666 have 
any real, practical importance to your life and mine? 
Or is it all just some whimsical, mythological numéro 
fiction fit merely for mesmerizing Hollywood movies?

Significantly, this mysterious number appears 
inside the pages of the last book of the Holy Bible, 
which is the Book of Revelation. It emerges just one 
time, in chapter 13, in the last verse. The New King 
James Version of the Bible translates it this way:

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understand-
ing calculate the number of the beast, for it 
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is the number of a man: His number is 666. 
Revelation 13:18.

Believe it or not, the plethora of references to 
666 in books, novels, magazines, movies, rituals, 
Web sites, podcasts, and YouTube videos is gener-
ally rooted in the substantive fact that this myste-
rious number appears inside God’s Book. “Here is 
wisdom,” reports the most famous apocalyptic piece 
of literature ever written. The necessity for “under-
standing” is highlighted. 666 is then identified as 
“the number of the beast.” The drama deepens when 
we discover that this same Bible chapter soberly 
predicts that someday “all the world marveled and 
followed the beast.” Revelation 13:3.

Sounds pretty important, don’t you think?
A little reflection should teach us that one reason 

why Earth’s masses will eventually follow “the beast” 
is because they don’t realize “the beast” actually is 
“the beast.” In other words, they’ve been duped by 
a charismatic Seducer. In fact, if they understood 
666, which is the identifying “number of the beast,” 
they would be able to detect the deceiver beneath 
his disguise. But they’re clueless. To the world’s 
mesmerized multitudes, 666 is nothing more than 
an incomprehensible sequence of numbers painted 
by graffiti artists on subway walls.

The purpose of this book is to decode this 
mystery. As you journey through its pages, you will 
discover solid biblical facts about history’s most 
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sinister number. Clues will be pieced together, lead-
ing to sensible but shocking conclusions. Finally, the 
finger of Truth will identify “the beast” itself, which 
plays such a large role in Bible prophecy. Above all, 
my goal is to direct your heart to Someone who 
is infinitely loving and good, whom the Book of 
Revelation describes as “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.” Notice carefully:

All who dwell on the Earth will worship him 
[the beast], whose names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. If anyone an ear, let 
him hear. Revelation 13:8, 9.

It is the earnest prayer of this writer that as you 
read these pages, you will have “an ear” to “hear” its 
sacred truths. Above all, I hope you will become—
if you are not already—an earnest, wholehearted 
follower of “the Lamb,” who is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that your name will be permanently inscribed in 
His Book.
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Chapter 1

Facts, Not Fiction
“Beware of false knowledge.”

—George Bernard Shaw, 
Irish critic, Nobel Prize winner

A s we’ve already discovered, the mysterious 
number 666 appears only once in the Holy 

Bible, inside the Book of Revelation, in chapter 
13, verse 18. There’s little doubt that this solitary 
reference inside the world’s all-time best-selling 
Volume is the root reason why the number itself 
has garnered such infamous notoriety worldwide. 
In this chapter I’m going to put numerous bibli-
cal pieces together so you can begin to discern 
a much larger—and more accurate—picture 
quite different from what most novels, movies,  
videos, Web sites, and speculative theories will 
tell you.

Let’s start by looking again at the “mother text” 
within the Holy Bible’s last book:
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Here is wisdom. Let him who has understand-
ing calculate the number of the beast, for it 
is the number of a man: His number is 666. 
Revelation 13:18, NKJV.

Upon close analysis we discover:

1. We need “wisdom” and “understanding” 
to comprehend this topic. According to 
the Bible, true wisdom and understand-
ing come from God, as it is written, “The 
Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6. 
The statement that we need “wisdom” and 
“understanding” implies that we must look 
beyond shallow theories, focus carefully, think 
soberly, ponder earnestly, and pray for God’s 
help.

2. The appeal for us to find “wisdom” and 
“understanding” also indicates that the bibli-
cal message about 666 can be understood. If 
it were incomprehensible, this appeal would 
not make sense.

3. The number 666 is specifically “the number 
of the beast.” Thus, we must also study “the 
beast” itself (more on this soon). When we 
understand what 666 really means, such 
enlightenment will help us to more accurately 
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discern the true identity of the beast itself.

4. The number 666 is also “the number of a 
man.” When we gain “understanding” about 
666, this will help us to discern the identity of 
a specific “man” who is somehow connected 
to the beast.

5. “His number is 666.” While many Bibles 
translate 666 as a sequence of three sixes 
(one six, followed by a second six, and then 
a third six), the literal Greek text underlying 
our English Bibles states it differently. Notice 
how the King James Version, which carefully 
translates Revelation 13:18 based on the 
underlying Greek text, puts it:

Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the 
beast: for it is the number of a man; and 
his number is six hundred threescore and 
six. Revelation 13:18 (KJV, emphasis 
added).

“Six hundred threescore and six,” states the 
KJV. The difference is subtle but significant. 
Follow closely. Three consecutive sixes (6 6 
6) would imply that we simply need to locate 
three consecutive sixes in the right place to 
identify “the beast” and the “man” associated 



The 666 Beast Identified

•  22  •

with it. But “six hundred threescore and 
six” is different, meaning that it is not just 
a matter of locating three sixes in a row (6 6 
6), but rather a larger number, “Six hundred 
threescore and six,” to be exact.

In Old English, a “score” refers to 20 years. 
That’s what U.S. President Abraham Lincoln 
meant when during his famous Gettysburg 
Address given on November 19, 1863, he 
stated, “Four score and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth on this continent, a new 
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated 
to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.” “Four score” means 4 × 20, or eighty 
years. Plus “seven years” brings the total to 
87 years. Looking back 87 years from 1863 
when President Lincoln gave that speech took 
his hearers back to 1776 when America first 
issued its Declaration of Independence from 
England.

Let’s do the same with “six hundred three-
score and six.” First, we have “six hundred.” 
That’s easy enough. Next, “threescore,” or 3 
× 20, which equals “sixty.” Finally, adding 
the last “six,” the exact phrase as written in 
the Bible should be translated as “six hundred 
sixty and six.” Thus, this phrase isn’t exactly 
three sixes in a row (or 6 6 6), but rather “six 
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hundred sixty and six.” In other words, we are 
not looking primarily for three sixes in a row 
(as in 6 6 6), but rather for “six hundred sixty 
and six.” The difference is subtle, but, as we 
will soon see, significant.

6. In the King James Version of the Holy Bible, 
Revelation 13:18 states that we must “count” 
in order to reach “six hundred sixty and six.” 
The New King James translates “count” as 
“calculate.” Thus, once again, we are not 
looking just for three sixes in a row (6 6 6), 
but instead we must do some counting, or 
calculating, in order to finally arrive at “six 
hundred sixty and six.”

Don’t worry.
I will explain all of this soon.

7. Looking closely at Revelation 13:16, 17, 
which comes right before the verse mention-
ing “six hundred sixty and six” (vs. 18), we 
also discover something else:

He causes all, both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and slave, to receive 
a mark on their right hand or on their 
foreheads, and that no one may buy or 
sell except one who has the mark or the 
name of the beast, or the number of his 
name. Revelation 13:16, 17.
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Here three separate things are listed: (1) 
The “mark” of the beast. (2) “The name of the 
beast.” (3) “The number of his name.” Each 
is distinct. This book will focus on #3: “The 
number of his name.” We know from Reve-
lation 13:18 that “the number of the beast” 
is 666, or more precisely, “six hundred sixty 
and six.” But Revelation 13:17 provides a new 
detail that this number is also “the number of 
his [the beast’s] name.” This critical piece of 
intelligent information is repeated in Revela-
tion 15:1, 2. Notice carefully:

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great 
and marvelous: seven angels having the 
seven last plagues, for in them the wrath 
of God is complete. And I saw some-
thing like a sea of glass mingled with 
fire, and those who have the victory 
over the beast, over his image and 
over his mark and over the number of 
his name, standing on the sea of glass, 
having harps of God. Revelation 15:1, 
2 (emphasis added).

This passage is similar to Revelation 13:16, 17, 
yet this time four things are listed: (1) The beast. 
(2) His image. (3) His mark. (4) “The number of 
his name.” Thus, twice (once in Revelation 13:17 
and again in Revelation 15:2), this mysterious 
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“number” (which calculates out to “six hundred 
sixty and six”) is also called “the number of his 
name.” What’s more, “the beast” and its “man” have 
a specific “name” that we must first identify. Once 
we find the correct “name,” and then somehow 
“count” or “calculate” the “number of his name” 
(which implies taking the name, and then doing 
some calculating), we will discover that it calculates 
out to “six hundred sixty and six.” Once we have 
that information, we can then more fully identify 
“the beast” itself whose deceptions we must avoid if 
we are to follow the Lamb.

Here is a simple 8-point summary of what we 
have learned so far:

1. We need “wisdom” and “understanding” to 
grasp this topic. 

2. Thus it is possible to acquire “wisdom” and 
“understanding” about 666.

3. The number 666 is “the number of the beast”; 
thus, we also must understand “the beast” 
itself.

4. The number 666 is also “the number of a 
man”; thus, we must also understand what 
“man” is connected to “the beast.”

5. The number of both “the beast” and its “man” 
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is 666. Or more precisely, six hundred sixty 
and six.

6. To arrive at this “number” we must “count” 
or “calculate.”

7. This mysterious “number” is also “the number 
of his name.” Thus, we are looking specifically 
for a certain “name” that belongs to both 
“the beast” and its “man.” When we find that 
“name,” and then “count” or “calculate” the 
letters of “his name,” they will add up to “six 
hundred sixty and six.”

8. This discovery will enable us to fully identify 
“the beast” (and the “man” associated with it), 
to avoid its snares, and to follow more closely 
“the Lamb” who records the names of His 
true followers in His Book of Life.

I suggest that you review these 8 points again. 
Read them slowly. Say a prayer. Ask for wisdom. 
After you do, brace yourself for a flood of infor-
mation (in the next chapter) about “the beast” 
itself. And let me stress again that in order to 
decode the meaning of the wicked number 666 
(“six hundred sixty and six”), we must focus on 
“the beast,” too.

“What God has joined together, let no man 
separate,” is a phrase often spoken at weddings 
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by rabbis, pastors, and priests. According to the 
Holy Bible, it’s the same with the topic of “the 
beast,” its “man,” “his name,” and “the number of 
his name,” which “calculates” to 666. These are all 
linked together. Therefore, whoever focuses on 666 
alone, while avoiding “the beast,” its “man,” and 
“the number of his name,” is divorcing what God 
Himself has inseparably bound together.

Again, say a prayer.
Then turn the page.
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Chapter 2

Beasts, Horns, Clues
“Our whole life is solving puzzles.”

––Ernö Rubik, 
Hungarian inventor of Rubik’s Cube

A s with the mysterious number 666, endless 
speculation also exists over the identity of “the 

beast” itself. When Barack Hussein Obama was the 
44th president of the United States of America 
(2009–2017), he was often driven around in a black 
limousine nicknamed “The Beast.” As one person 
commented under a YouTube video about Presi-
dent Obama’s car, “All of this was already written 
in the Bible.” “The Beast rides in the beast!!” wrote 
another.*

It’s time once again to separate facts from fiction. 
But first, a critical point must be made. As you now 
know, 666 (“six hundred sixty and six”) appears only 

* See https://youtu.be/7oDEn1ewP14, first two comments. 
Accessed June 7, 2021.
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once in the Holy Bible, in Revelation 13:18. But 
we must never forget the obvious fact that verse 
18 follows verse 17, which follows verse 16, which 
follows verse 15, etc. My point is this: The verse 
about 666 does not appear in isolation from the 
context of the entire chapter of Revelation 13. 
Rather, it is the capstone of what had been written 
before it. As stated previously, it is “the number 
of the beast,” which means it is the number of the 
biblical beast so clearly described throughout the 
entire prophecy of Revelation 13.

What does the Book of Revelation teach about 
“the beast”? Let’s find out by doing some sleuthing—
by looking at the prophetic clues that Inspiration 
has provided. At the beginning of Revelation 13, 
the New King James Version renders John’s words:

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I 
saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns 
ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous 
name (verse 1).

Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, 
his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon 
gave him his power, his throne [or “seat,” 
KJV], and great authority (verse 2).

And he [the beast] was given a mouth speaking 
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great things and blasphemies . . . (verse 5).

It was granted to him [the beast] to make war 
with the saints and to overcome them. And 
authority was given him over every tribe, 
tongue, and nation (verse 7).

All who dwell on the Earth will worship him 
[the beast], whose names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world (verse 8).

If anyone has an ear, let him hear (verse 9).

That’s a boatload of information, of which most 
people who speculate about 666 are wholly igno-
rant. Not only that, but most fail to realize that 
Revelation 13 (which is in the New Testament) 
perfectly parallels another Old Testament chapter 
which speaks about the exact same things—as a key 
fitting into a lock. That Old Testament chapter is 
found in the book of Daniel. It is chapter 7. Care-
fully notice the parallels. In Daniel 7, God’s prophet 
wrote:

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, 
Daniel had a dream and visions of his head 
while on his bed. Then he wrote down the 
dream, telling the main facts. Daniel spoke, 
saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and 
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behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring 
up the Great Sea. And four great beasts came 
up from the sea, each different from the other” 
(verses 1–3).

Gazing intently upon those “four great beasts,” 
Daniel noted:

The first was like a lion (verse 4).
The second was like a bear (verse 5).
The third was like a leopard (verse 6).
The dragonlike fourth was “dreadful and terrible” 

and had ten horns (verse 7).
As Daniel looked closely at the ten horns on the 

fourth beast, he continued:

I was considering the [ten] horns, and there 
was another horn, a little one, coming up 
among them, before whom three of the first 
horns were plucked out by the roots. And 
there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a 
man, and a mouth speaking pompous words 
(verse 8, emphasis added).

Concerning this eleventh horn, the little one, 
Daniel wrote:

I was watching; and the same horn was making 
war against the saints, and prevailing against 
them (verse 21).
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Significantly, Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 both 
mention a “lion,” a “bear,” a “leopard,” and a drag-
onlike creature with “ten horns.” In Revelation 13, 
this “beast” (which is a combination of the lion, 
leopard, and bear) has “a mouth speaking great 
things” and wages “war with the saints.” In Daniel 
7, the “little horn” does the same thing! It also has 
“a mouth speaking great things” and wages “war 
against the saints.” Therefore, and most scholars 
agree—whether Protestant or Catholic—that the 
“little horn” which Daniel saw is identical to “the 
beast” that John saw in Revelation 13:1–8.

Therefore, if piecing these prophetic clues 
together can somehow enable us to correctly iden-
tify the “little horn” described in Daniel 7, then 
we will have discovered the correct identity of “the 
beast” of Revelation 13.

Now here’s a critical question: What does “a 
beast” in Bible prophecy represent anyway? A man? 
A computer? Barack Obama’s sleek black limo? The 
good news is that we don’t have to guess, for the 
Holy Bible itself provides a plain answer. In Daniel 
7—the chapter that perfectly parallels Revelation 
13—a holy angel appeared to Daniel in his dream 
and explained:

“The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom 
on Earth.” Daniel 7:23.

Thus, a “beast” represents a “kingdom” (or 
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nation) in Bible prophecy. That’s settled. Therefore 
those “four great beasts” represent four mighty 
kingdoms that would rise and fall on the stage of 
world history.

In Daniel 7, the first beast was “a lion” with 
“eagle’s wings” (verse 4). Daniel was a Jewish offi-
cial living inside the kingdom of ancient Babylon 
(verse 1); and in fact, archeology has revealed that 
a winged lion was a symbol of that ancient power. 
Most scholars agree that the lion represented 
Babylon, which was later conquered by the Persian 
Empire (symbolized by the bear), which was later 
defeated by the Greek Empire (symbolized by the 
leopard) led by Alexander the Great, which in turn 
was absorbed by the tyrannical Roman Empire 
(symbolized by the ferocious dragonlike beast).

Visit any library. Study history. These are facts. 
It’s also a fact that the classic date for the fall of the 
Roman Empire ruled by the Caesars is a.d. 476. 
Rome finally imploded because it was invaded, 
weakened, and later divided by ten people groups 
which swept down into Europe from northern 
territories—the Vandals, Heruli, Ostrogoths, Visig-
oths, Franks, Anglo-Saxons, Suevi, Burgundians, 
Lombards, and Alemanni.

Now, notice carefully the following eight 
prophetic clues about that mysterious “little horn” 
described in Daniel 7 which, as we have already 
noted, is the same power (it does the same things) as 
“the beast” of Revelation 13:1–8 whose “number” 
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is 666 (“six hundred sixty and six). The “little horn” 
in Daniel 7 would:

1. Rise out of the fourth beast, or Roman 
Empire (verses 7, 8). Thus, it would be specif-
ically a Roman power.

2. Rise “among” the ten horns—which pinpoints 
its location in Western Europe (verse 8).

3. Rise into greater power “after” the “ten horns” 
(verses 8, 24) had settled in their places—that 
is, after a.d. 476 (the classic date for the fall 
of the Western Roman Empire).

4. Uproot “three of the first horns,” plucking 
them out “by the roots” (verse 8).

5. Have “eyes like the eyes of a man” (verse 8, 
emphasis added). Thus, “a man” is associated 
with this horn. Don’t forget this; for remem-
ber, there is “a man” connected with “the 
beast” and “the number of his name” which 
calculates out to “six hundred sixty and six.”

6. Have “a mouth speaking great things” (verse 
8). It would be exceedingly boastful, making 
astounding claims for itself.

7. Make “war against the saints” (verse 21). 
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Thus, it would persecute God’s Church.

8. It would continue throughout history, all the 
way until the day of “judgment . . . and the 
time came for the saints to possess the king-
dom” (verses 21, 22).

Don’t miss this vital clue: The primary “beast” of 
prophecy—the ultimate villain, the great deceiver, 
the master seducer—whose cryptic number is 666, 
must fulfill each of these eight prophetic specifications. 
Not one detail can be missing. If we identify some-
thing that doesn’t fit all eight clues, we’re barking 
up the wrong tree.

Lots of stray dogs are barking today!
Put your seat belts on.
Ready or not, you are about to discover the true 

identity of the real beast of Bible prophecy.




