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t was a hot August day in 1879 and
the Castle family home in Northern
Michigan had not seen rain for a long
time. The tinder dry pine forests and
parched ground that surrounded them
cried out for life giving water. Then one
day, the family noticed smoke billowing
above the horizon. It was the dreaded
forest fire!
As fate would have it, the wind blew
the fire right toward the Castle’s home.
The following morning the air was dense
with smoke. In the distance, along the
jagged silhouette of the nearest mountain
range, orange and red spires of flames
warned of the onrushing disaster. Darting in confused panic, wild animals wandered near the house while trying to escape the imminent threat.
It was then the Castle’s seven year old
son noted an old buck and little fawn
who had come out of the forest. The buck
was sniffing the air defiantly as the fawn
stood by seemingly unafraid. It forcibly
struck the young lad how trusting the
fawn seemed in the presence of its father,
and brought to the boy’s mind that in
the same way, people should trust their
Heavenly Father.
With the courage of a general, the lad
marched to his room, knelt down beside
his quilt covered bed and prayed. “God,
there is a great big fire in the woods here.
It is getting hot, and we can’t hardly see.
Won’t you send the wind from the other
direction and add in some rain to put it
out?”

Whitehorse_NL_May_2019.indd 1

When the Bible speaks of the former
Going downstairs, he cheerfully announced to his mother, “it’s going to rain and the latter rain, to what is it rerain.” “Why do you say that?” she asked. ferring?
“The sky isn’t even cloudy.”
In ancient Palestine, the early rain was
“Because I have asked Jesus, and Jesus synonymous with that which took place
will send the rain”, announced the little near the time of planting. These rains proboy with confidence. But as evening drew vided the necessary moisture to spring up
on, the fire came closer and cinders were the seedlings. The latter rain was associatnow lighting little fires around the house. ed with the time of harvest, the refreshing
Father filled every possible barrel with that would ripen the crops after the hot
summer. As a result of the latter rain, the
water preparing for a great fight.
waiting harvest would be gathered in.
“Papa, it’s going to rain” the son repeatLike the literal rains that liven the earth,
ed. “Doesn’t look that way to me,” said
his father. But the little boy in perfect the Bible is also referring to the spiritual
trust, went to sleep that night knowing rain that livens the heart. This spiritual rain represents the outpouring of the
the rain would come.
Holy Spirit upon God’s waiting children.
About midnight, the sound of distant Like the literal rains of Palestine, there is
thunder rumbled through the smoky air. both an early and latter Spiritual rain.
And then came the rain. It fell in torrents
In a Spiritual sense, we think of the
all night. God had answered the prayer of
early rain as when the Spirit was poured
faith and sent the rain just in time.
upon Christ’s waiting disciples in the upThe church today needs spiritual rain per room at Pentecost. What followed was
to quench the spiritual drought that is men and women filled with the power of
drying up the first love of God’s people the Spirit of God going forth to spread
and wind to blow the fires of temptation His truth! The results were earth shatterin the other direction. Is spiritual rain on ing! We find the story in Acts chapter 2.
its way? Are we ready for it?
“And when the day of Pentecost was
The Bible tells us in Joel 2:23:
fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.”–Acts 2:1
“Be glad then, ye children of Zion,
and rejoice in the LORD your God: for
Now, why were they “all with one ache hath given you the former rain mod- cord?” What had brought them to this
erately, and he will cause to come down point?
for you the rain, the former rain, and
Prior to their assembly, the disciples
the latter rain….”.
had encountered the worst experience of
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their life, during which the faith of the
little church was shaken. Christ had been
tried, condemned and crucified. The disciples had not anticipated and were unprepared for such an event.
Why were they unprepared? Had
Christ not told them of his approaching
death? Christ had indeed shared what
was about to take place, but the disciples
were not listening. Instead, their minds
were largely occupied with the thought of
who would be the greatest in the kingdom they assumed would be set up on
earth.
After the shaking of their faith and
dashed hopes for some cabinet position
in the new government, the disciples
came together in the upper room to wait
and pray as Christ had commanded. We
can picture them, as with vivid awareness
they realized how foolish they had been,
wasting their time over misplaced priorities instead of doing their all for Christ.
At last they came together in the upper room to pray, study, and make things
right with each other. It was only then
that God could infuse His early church
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Power could not be applied to anything
less than complete humility and willingness to contribute as God should direct.

Ellen White underscores the overwhelming extent of this worldwide movement and its ultimate success.
“During the loud cry, the church, aided
by the providential interpositions of her
exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge
of salvation so abundantly that light will
be communicated to every city and town.
The earth will be filled with the knowledge of salvation. So abundantly will the
renewing Spirit of God have crowned
with success the intensely active agencies,
that the light of present truth will be seen
flashing everywhere.” Review and Herearly and latter rain. What happened at ald, October 13, 1904
Pentecost was a direct fulfillment of this
In scripture we find in poetic terms a
old Testament text.
similar encouragement.
The purpose of the outpouring of God’s
Spirit upon the Apostolic church was to
fill His people with the Divine power and
energy required to take God’s message of
truth to a world dying in sin. This was the
early rain, and incredible were the results.
Understanding the early rain in the
outpouring at Pentecost helps us to understand the latter rain as that final outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon God’s
end-time people.

“For the earth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”
–Habakkuk 2:14
Why is the warning message given with
such startling power at this time? Like the
last call for people to get on the ark before the flood, God gives the inhabitants
of earth a final opportunity to separate
from error and accept the truth as it is
in Jesus.

In this study, we will examine 5 basic
Fact #2 – The Latter Rain comes in its
facts of the Latter Rain as we near its soul fullness at the commencement of earth’s
drenching fulfillment - specifically focus“And suddenly there came a sound ing in on the personal reflection and re- early time of trouble.
from heaven as of a rushing mighty pentance that must proceed it.
In Joel we find this combining of Spiriwind, and it filled all the house where
tual outpouring and turmoil.
they were sitting.
Fact #1 - The Latter rain, in its fullness,
is associated with the Loud Cry Message
“And…in those days will I pour out
And there appeared unto them cloven of Revelation 18 and lightens the world
my spirit. And I will shew wonders in
tongues like as of fire, and it sat
with Heaven’s final warning.
the heavens and in the earth, blood,
upon each of them.
and fire, and pillars of smoke.”
It is a message given to all people, warn–Joel 2:29,30
And they were all filled with
ing them to come out of false worship, to
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak separate from error and take their stand
The latter rain comes during the time
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave with and for Christ.
of the outpouring of God’s judgments
them utterance.”–Acts 2: 2-4
still mixed with mercy. These judgments
“And after these things I saw another are designed to awaken the people and
What happened? They were filled with angel come down from heaven having
many will turn to the Lord as a result.
the Holy Spirit.
great power; and the earth was light- God’s people will be drawn together in
Have you ever been filled with the ened with his glory.”–Revelation 18:1 their common cause, much like the upHoly Spirit? Have you ever had a sense of
This event is what is also known as the per room disciples prior to the day of
Pentecost. It will truly be a time of deep
the joy and Holy Power that comes from Loud Cry.
prayer and heart searching.
that experience? It results in an absolute
confidence in God and an ever looking
“And I heard another voice from heavThis concept is further reinforced in
to Him!
en, saying; Come out of her, my people,
the
following quote:
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
Then in verses 16-18, Peter goes on to
that ye receive not of her plagues.”
“In the time of confusion and trouble
quote Joel chapter 2 which refers to the
–Revelation 18:4
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church today? They may not seem little
now but in the coming trouble, our current challenges will seem trite. Someday
soon we may consider today’s challenges
as the good old days.
Continuing with the quote:
such as never was since there was a nation, the uplifted Savior will be presented
to the people in all lands and in all places,
that all who look may live.” Testimonies
For The Church, Volume 8, page 50.

“Self-dignity no longer controlled
them; deep humility took its place. Suffering, perplexity, and privation caused
reason to resume its throne, and the passionate and unreasonable man became
sane, and acted with discretion and wisdom.” {1T 268.1}

Notice that it is in this time of confu“My attention was then called from the
sion and trouble (ie...early time of trouscene.
There seemed to be a little time of
ble), the uplifted Savior will be presented
to the entire world. This is the time of the peace. Once more the inhabitants of the
earth were presented before me; and again
latter rain!
everything was in the utmost confusion.
Those who look past the confusion and Strife, war, and bloodshed, with famine
trouble of that time, are those who have and pestilence, raged everywhere.” {1T
their eye steady on Jesus, who know Him 268.2}
in a spiritually intimate way and who fol“Other nations were engaged in this
low exactly what He says in His Word.
war
and confusion. War caused famine.
They will be those who triumph in Christ
Want
and bloodshed caused pestilence.
during earth’s final crisis. Let’s pray to be
And
then
men’s hearts failed them for
part of that group!
fear, “and for looking after those things
Thanks to Jesus we have recent inspira- which are coming on the earth.” {1T
268.2}
tion on these important subjects.
Fact #3 – The Latter Rain is poured out
“I saw that…events come in order. War
after
the troubles of earth shake God’s
and rumors of war, sword, famine, and
church
to its very foundation.
pestilence are first to shake the earth.”
Early Writings p. 41
Not only is the world shaken to its
foundations
by God’s judgments, God’s
“I was shown the inhabitants of the
earth in the utmost confusion. War, remnant people are also shaken. This is
bloodshed, privation, want, famine, and both a corporate and individual event.
pestilence were abroad in the land. As
“Now I want to say that night after
these things surrounded God’s people,
night
there is presented before me that
they began to press together, and to cast
all
at
once
affliction and sorrow and disaside their little difficulties.” {1T 268.1}
tress will be brought upon our people.”
Notice God’s people press together Ms 64-1910
when perplexities and trouble surround
“When the days come when the law of
them. They cast aside their little difficulGod is made void, and the church is siftties.
ed by the fiery trials that are to try all that
Do we have little difficulties in the live upon the earth, a great proportion
of those who are supposed to be genuine will give heed to seducing spirits, and
will turn traitors and betray sacred trusts.
They will prove our very worst persecutors.” 6 BC 1065

witnessed the betrayal of Jesus by one of
their most highly respected and looked up
to disciples, they were surprised and bewildered. But when they saw their Master
tortured and crucified, they thought all
was lost. It is a gross understatement to
say a deep heart searching followed. They
were devastated.
Likewise, prior to the outpouring of
the latter rain, God’s people will again
be surrounded by heart wrenching troubles, difficulties, afflictions and sorrows.
Compounding these will be the betrayals
of the faith by those whom we know and
love.
God has a solution for the problems we
face; different than we might think.
Consider what is recorded in the Book
of Hosea.
“It is in my desire that I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered against them…”–Hosea 10:10
“Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap in mercy; break up your fallow
ground: for it is time to seek the LORD,
till he come and rain righteousness
upon you.”–Hosea 10:12
Chastisement is never fun. Our natural heart wants things to be all warm and
fuzzy, but that is precisely why we are in
the Laodicean condition. We are way too
comfortable. God has to mix it up with
our comfort zone to catch our attention
and give us a chance to bottom out. It
is when we are flat on our backs that we
have the best opportunity for looking up.
God knows our frame. He knows what
it will take to shake us out of our lethargy. In love He will do just that, and then
bless us beyond measure when we finally
turn to Him for help.
“Come, and let us return unto the
LORD: for he hath torn, and he will
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will
bind us up.”–Hosea 6:1

Notice who it is that does the tearing
and why? When the Lord shakes things
up, He will then restore His people to
the condition He wants and needs for
Prior to the early rain, a shaking among the army of the Lord. This army will be
the disciples of Christ sent tremors to comprised of soldiers altogether different
their very foundation of faith. When they than what we see today.
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It is to the glory of God when He takes
the simple farmer from the field and
makes him the preacher, because it is evident, that it is not the ability of man that
is doing the work, but the Spirit of God.
From the humble tradesmen and women,
from the bakery, the machine shop and
the carpenter’s bench an army of the Lord
will go forth filled with the Holy Spirit
and equipped for the high calling of finishing the work.

prophet Samuel, saying, “give us a king,
that we might be like all the other nations”. (Paraphrase). In short, their minds
were on the world.

So, like ancient Israel, the church itself
is set apart as God’s peculiar people to the
world. Within the church the elders and
deacons and deaconesses replace the ancient Levites as responsible for the church
and the services of worship. Likewise, the
priests, represent the ministry that is set
“Then shall we know, if we follow on apart to be shepherds over the flock.
to know the LORD: his going forth is
As we approach the end of earth’s hisprepared as the morning; and he shall
tory
and prior to the outpouring of the
come unto us as the rain, as the latter
latter rain, many in God’s church are imand former rain unto the earth.”
itating the practices of the world. Again,
–Hosea 6:3
we need to learn what it means to be set
“The days are fast approaching when apart for holy use.
there will be great perplexity and confuThe story of Samson is the sad experision. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will
ence
of one who was set apart but failed
deceive, if possible, the very elect. Those
who have trusted to intellect, genius, or to live up to what it meant. What was
talent will not then stand at the head of he set apart to do? Deliver God’s peorank and file. Those who have proved ple from their enemies. This was to be
themselves unfaithful will not then be accomplished by using the miraculous
entrusted with the flock. In the last sol- strength that empowered him as God’s
emn work few great men will be engaged. Spirit filled him for duty.
They are self-sufficient, independent of
Samson’s life work was to be a deliverGod, and He cannot use them.” 5T 80.1
er. In fulfilling such a mission, he would
Fact #4 – Though set apart for a holy represent a type of Christ.
purpose, the church has to a great degree
He was to reveal the character of God
failed to live up to this high calling of
to his people and through the strength
God. The shaking of the church, producprovided from above, deliver them from
es a repentance and drawing together of
their captors. This would also teach the
God’s people unlike anything since apospeople the object lesson by depending
tolic times.
on God’s strength that they too could be
During the upcoming revival, God’s victorious.
people will again understand what it
Yet, what did Samson actually do?
means to be set apart. In the Old Testament, Israel was set apart as God’s holy
He failed. Why? He used his power
people for the express purpose of reflect- to live a life of selfish indulgence. He
ing His Holy character.
shunned his responsibility to be a holy
example of righteousness and spent his
Beyond having the character of God
time imbibing the pleasures of life. This
– they were to aggressively share God’s
nearly destroyed his usefulness as one set
character with the whole world. His love
aside to represent God.
and Justice were to be taught to an ungodly world dying in sin. For this purThe love of selfish indulgence became
pose, the Levites were set apart to care for so much the controlling influence of
the Sanctuary and support the priestly Samson’s life that he demanded his every
ministry which in turn were to instruct whim and desire be fulfilled. This is most
the people in righteousness.
clearly displayed in his statement, “Get
her for me for she pleases me well.” Judge
Yet, Israel failed in living up to their
14:3, referring to the Philistine woman
high calling. Why? Their minds were
he wished to marry.
elsewhere. Consider their words to the
Whitehorse_NL_May_2019.indd 4

Now, the principal of being set apart
is to serve. Not what is best for me, but
what is best for others. The spirit of
self-sacrificing love comes with being set
apart for a holy use.
What was Jesus set apart for? He was
set apart to reveal the Father to us – His
love, His justice and His character.
Christ lived an entire life of self-sacrificing love. His all-consuming motivation was to reveal the character of God; a
character that always considers the needs
of others first.
In the life of Jesus we see this principle in His constant ministry for others,
forgetting about his own needs as He
relieved theirs. He would gladly give
his lunch to some hungry soul even if
it meant He would go hungry. Though
tired and worn, He would spend countless hours bringing hope and healing to
those in discomfort and pain. His love
was so complete that even his physical
needs were often set aside,
for the sake of relieving others distress.
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For Samson, giving in meant the evenUltimately, He gave His life for us
tual
loss of his eyesight. And if that wasn’t
through His infinite sacrifice for sin. He
was thus called to serve and give His life bad enough, he was now a forced slave
in a Philistine jail. His time now spent
as ransom for many!
grinding wheat like an ox, allowed him
The Lord chronicled the story of Sam- to reflect.
son to stand as a warning to us. Rather
Then, during the next two years somethan live up to the high calling of God,
thing
happened in his mind and heart as
continually living a life of submission to
the will of God, he lived as he pleased. he realized what a fool he’d been.
There were times when he did that which
All the incredible opportunities the
the Lord commanded but he ultimately
Lord gave to Samson played over and
did what he wanted.
over in his mind. How he wished to turn
When Samson met Delilah, it didn’t back time and seize the moments he had
take long for him to come under her wasted and follow the Lord instead of
worldly influence. She continually prod- living for self-indulgence!
ded him to violate his agreement with the
But what now? It seemed too late to
Lord. Through her, the devil was trying
to separate Samson from the Source of fulfill what God had once set him aside
to do.
his power by violating his sacred trust.
We know the story well: he gave in
to the temptations of a beautiful woman. When we dally with what we should
avoid, one of two things happen, we
either fall or we separate from that
which we should have avoided.
There are no other options.

God answered Samson’s prayer of repentance and poured out His Spirit upon
him one last time. This resulted in the
work he did in the end, being greater
than that accomplished in all his previous
life.
Likewise, at the end of time, God’s people will also realize their world is at an
end. The time of trouble has started, and
the work God would have them do has
been left undone. Like Samson’s repentance, many of God’s people will exclaim,
“if only I had one more chance, I would
do the work God would have me to do.”

In reflection and repentance, they plead
with God for the power of the Spirit and
the privilege to make Him known one
last time and God hears their prayer and
pours out His Spirit upon them, and like
Samson, the work the church accomBut amazingly to Samson, God still plishes in the end is greater than all its
heard his humble cry. Though it looked prior existence.
impossible, God could still use Samson
one last time. And the opportunity came.
To further understand the meaning of
The Philistines brought Samson out to being set apart, let’s turn to the book of
make sport of him at one of their feasts. Malachi. Here, the Lord is speaking to IsBy God’s design a plan formed in Sam- rael, to the Levites, and particularly to the
son’s mind that day. “Take me over to the Priests. He starts off reminding them that
pillars” he asked the boy who led him. they are His chosen people, but that the
Thinking Samson must want to rest, the priests have despised His name.
boy led him over to the center support
The question is then brought up by the
columns. Pressing his palms against the
massive granite stones he prayed to the priests, “Wherein have we despised thy
name?” Malachi 1:6
Lord.
“Oh Lord”, Samson pled, “I am so sorry for slighting your Spirit and going my
own way. But right now, if you would
give me just one more chance, grant me
strength to fulfill Your will and destroy
the enemies of Israel.” (paraphrase)

And the Lord answers them…
“Ye oﬀer polluted bread upon
mine altar; and ye say,
Wherein have we polluted thee?

And if ye oﬀer the blind for sacrifice,
is
it not evil? and if ye oﬀer the lame
Judges tells it this way:
and sick, is it not evil? oﬀer it now
“And Samson called unto the LORD, unto thy governor; will he be pleased
and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, with thee, or accept thy person? saith
the LORD of hosts.”–Malachi 1:7,8
I pray thee, and strengthen me,
I pray thee, only this once O God….
Though they were called to minister to
And Samson took hold of the two
the
people on behalf of the Lord, the inmiddle pillars upon which
ner
workings and affections of the heart
the house stood…
were
not with the Lord. Their actions
…And he bowed himself with all his
might; and the house fell upon the showed they really didn’t care about the
lords, and upon all the people... So the worship of God – at least not in compardead which he slew at his death were ison with caring about themselves. Thus,
more than they which he slew in his in choosing a lamb to sacrifice, they
would select the worst of the flock to use
life.” –Judges 16:28-30
for an offering, while reserving the best
for themselves.
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In simple terms the Lord was saying, they repented and put the work of the
“You don’t understand what a love rela- Lord ahead of their own interests.
tionship is about.” When we love someWhat is the answer to this problem?
one, we want to give them the best, not
the worst!
“Behold, I will send my messenger,
and
he shall prepare the way before me:
Though they were the ministers of
God, self was the controlling influence in and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple…
their lives.
But who may abide the day of his
“…And ye brought that which was
coming?
and who shall stand when he
torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye
appeareth?
for he is like a refiner’s fire,
brought an oﬀering: should I accept this
and
like fullers’ soap:
of your hand? saith the LORD.”
–Malachi 1:13
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifi
er of silver: and he shall purify the
What is the result of a lackluster priesthood, a corrupted ministry? Though not sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
necessarily in doctrine, corruption of the and silver, that they may oﬀer unto the
heart brings about a state that is worse LORD an oﬀering in righteousness.”
–Malachi 3:1-3
than heathen. Haggai addresses this condition:
Do we see pride and self-will rearing
their
ugly heads in God’s church today?
“Thus saith the LORD of hosts; ConAt times, do we see divisions of opinion
sider your ways.”–Haggai 1:7
that are un-Christ-like? Is there a lack of
“Ye looked for much, and, lo, it spirituality and power to do the work of
came to little…Why? saith the LORD God? The answer is obvious.
of hosts. Because of mine house that is
These things will exist until there is a
waste, and ye run every man unto his
sweeping
change in the condition of Laown house.”–Haggai 1:9
odicea. When this occurs there will be
By giving us relationships God intend- a church in form similar to what took
ed to teach that we always put the oth- place in apostolic times. The unction of
er person first. In our relationship with the Holy Spirit will lead and no man will
God, we are to put Him first. In His rela- be seeking the highest place. Christ and
tionship with us He always puts us first. Him crucified will be the theme on evHis every thought and motive are to bless ery lip and those who remain will have
their highest concern that the character
others.
of God is properly revealed in the life and
Sometimes what He does for and to proclaimed in every land.
us seems like anything but a blessing but
Though we now see strife in
He knows what is best, difficult though
our church regarding who
it seems at times. His thoughts and
h a s authority and
actions toward us are only to build
power,
the
us up and make us a happy, healthy,
time is fast
and holy people.
“Therefore the heaven over
you is stayed from dew, and the
earth is stayed from her fruit.
And I called for a drought upon
the land… and upon the corn, and
upon the new wine, and upon the oil”
–Haggai 1:10,11
Why was Israel lacking the success
that God wanted to give them? Because
their hearts really weren’t with Him, their
hearts were with themselves. As a result,
a lack of rain would be upon them until
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approaching when the Lord Himself will
correct matters within His church and
within His ministry. He has ultimate responsibility and a loving concern for all
who are called by His name.
This is a terrible ordeal but He will do
what must be done to show us how vain
is human authority. What means will
God employ to bring about the needed
change? He will come through the agency of His Spirit and refine His ministry
that they may, in their one last opportunity in time, lead the flock in paths of
righteousness.
Before such a comprehensive Revival
must come a deep heartfelt repentance.
And before repentance must come a reflection time as actuated by the Spirit.
When all these things are accomplished,
the church (leaders and members alike)
will seek with all their hearts to receive
the imprint of His Divine Nature and
character. Only then will there be one
last outpouring of the Holy Spirit to finish the work.
Through the Holy Spirit the bride will
be made ready and then the message will
at long last be the gospel the world has
been waiting to hear.
“The last message of warning and mercy is to lighten the whole earth with its
glory. As surely as this message shall be
proclaimed in all the earth, so surely shall
be fulfilled the prophecy given through
Malachi…” Southern Watchmen, January
10, 1905
The Book of Malachi is also a last day
prophecy. Surprised? Mrs. Ellen G. White
had a unique dream that reveals the condition of our church in what appears to
be a time of distress. She does not say exactly what the change of world or church
conditions were to be but something has
brought the church to a condition of humility and reflection.
We will be considering this sobering
story found in Review and Herald, February 4, 1902 and starting in paragraph 13.
“In the night season I was in my dreams
in a large meeting, with ministers, their
wives, and their children. I wondered
that the company present was mostly
made up of ministers and their families.
6/25/19 3:13 PM

The prophecy of Malachi was brought
before them in connection with Daniel,
Zephaniah, Haggai, and Zechariah. The
teaching of these books was carefully investigated.

working of the character will be made
manifest. The Lord would have you examine your own lives, and see how vain
is human glory.” Review and Herald, February 4, 1902

The building of the temple, and the
temple service, were considered. There
was close searching of the Scriptures
in regard to the sacred character of all
that appertained to the temple service.
Through the prophets, God has given a
delineation of what will come to pass in
the last days of this earth’s history; and
the Jewish economy is full of instruction
for us.

It’s interesting that this dream was
written in the context of what it means
to be set apart for Holy use and especially
points us to be faithful stewards.

All these things were closely studied
by the company before me in my dream.
Scripture was compared with scripture,
and application was made of the word
of God to our own time. After a diligent
searching of the Scriptures, there was a
period of silence. A very solemn impression was made upon the people.
The deep moving of the Spirit of God
was manifest among us. All were troubled, all seemed to be convicted, burdened, and distressed, as they saw their
own life and character represented in the
word of God, and the Holy Spirit was
making the application to their hearts.
Conscience was aroused. The record of
past days was making its disclosure of the
vanity of human inventions. The Holy
Spirit brought all things to their remembrance.
As they reviewed their past history, there
were revealed defects of character that
ought to have been discerned and corrected. They saw how through the grace
of Christ the character should have been
transformed. The workers had known the
sorrow of defeat in the work entrusted to
their hands, when they should have had
victory.
The Holy Spirit presented before them
Him whom they had offended. They saw
that God will not only reveal himself
as a God of mercy and forgiveness and
long forbearance, but by terrible things
in righteousness He will make it manifest
that He is not a man that He should lie.

The time is near when the
outlook for the church will
appear bleak and only those who
have on the robe of Christ’s righteousness will be prepared to stand
and be used in the final movement.
It should also be noted that the Spirit
of God was bringing conviction to this
group of ministers. God was still striving
with them. We should also be praying for
those in leadership positions.
We all stand guilty before God for
slighting His pleading love and messages
of warning. Even righteous Daniel included himself in his prayer to God as
he pled for mercy and deliverance. There
is no place for pointing fingers. The only
pointing should be to Jesus. He is our example. He should be our only lingering
focus. Men will fail but Jesus never fails.
This vision also points us to the type of
repentance that must come to God’s people prior to their receiving the latter rain.
The church, both laity and ministry must
be converted and united, like the disciples in the upper room and it will be the
Spirit of God that brings this about. This
will be initiated by, what we often call,
the straight testimony (the deep convictions of the Spirit upon the human
heart). Only then will they be prepared
to plead for the Spirit, one last time, to
finish the work of God on earth.
“Unto me men gave ear, and waited,
and kept silence at my counsel.”
–Job 29:21
“And they waited for me as for
the rain; and they opened their mouth
wide as for the latter rain.”
–Job 29:23

Fact# 5 - As a result of the Latter Rain,
God’s
people arise as an army with banWords were spoken by One, saying,
“The hidden, inner life will be revealed. ners and quickly finish their work on
As if reflected in a mirror, all the inward earth.
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Consider also the following vision concerning the painful ordeal of transformation and subsequent empowerment:
“My attention was then turned to the
company I had seen, who were mightily
shaken. I was shown those whom I had
before seen weeping and praying in agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around them had been doubled, and
they were clothed with an armor from
their head to their feet.
Their countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had endured,
the agonizing struggle they had passed
through. Yet their features, marked with
severe internal anguish, now shone with
the light and glory of heaven.
The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken out and left
by the way. The careless and indifferent,
who did not join those who prized victory and salvation enough to perseveringly
plead and agonize for it, did not obtain
it, and they were left behind in darkness
and their places were immediately filled
by others taking hold of the truth and
coming into the ranks.
I heard those clothed with the armor
speak forth the truth with great power. It
had effect.
I asked what had made this great
change. An angel answered, it is the latter
rain, the refreshing from the presence of
the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.”
Early Writings 270-271
Is it your desire to hear the straight
testimony today, to hear from the Spirit
6/25/19 3:13 PM

of God what is needed in your life to be
the vessel purified and prepared for the
outpouring of the latter rain? Make the
decision today, that nothing be allowed
to stand between you and God and give
yourself fully and completely into His
loving arms. No compromise, no love of
the world, no denying Christ in word or
deed or action, but a full and complete
surrender to the Spirit of God each and
every day. This is needed to prepare us to
receive the Latter Rain.

men, women, and children. The local el- just that. We will ask the Creator-God to
ders and officials sat right up front to hear send us rain for our famished land. Will
everything that this curious stranger said. you ask Him for us?”

“I have come to teach you about the
great Creator-God”, said the evangelist. “He created all things and by Him
all things have life.” The people had not
heard this before, that the great Creator-God loves all people and has filled
the earth with His blessings. The evangelist went on to describe the beauty, power
and love of the God of the Bible. In rapt
*A certain man was working as an attention the people listened with wonevangelist in China in an early part of der at these new teachings.
the last century and had come to an area
With child-like excitement someone
unreached by Christianity. In this particinterrupted
the speaker and asked, “What
ular locality, there had been a two-year
does
this
Creator-God
look like? Can we
drought. As a result, food was scarce and
if it continued much longer the entire see Him?” The evangelist explained, “We
community would be forced to relo- cannot see God, but we can know that
cate to survive. Coming into this land He is there.” Another asked, “Can we
of Buddha, the evangelist approached a hear Him? Will He speak to us?” “Yes”,
man who looked educated and asked in said the evangelist, sometimes He speaks
the polite Chinese way: “where can I find to our minds and sometimes He speaks
a location to hold a public meeting? I in a voice.”
would like to speak to the people.”
Then the question was asked, “Can the
Creator-God
send rain?”
“I am the local school teacher,” replied
the man. “You may use my school and
Why “Yes”, said the evangelist and he
I will inform the town.” In those days,
went on to tell the story of Ahab, Elijah
a stranger coming with something to adand Mount Carmel. When he was findress to the people was a treat and everyished, the local leaders said; “we will do
one in the surrounding area showed up:

The evangelist’s faith was put to a major test. Here was the entire community
pleading with him to ask the Creator-God
to send rain upon the parched land they
loved so much and didn’t want to leave.
Their faith was so simple and yet so pure:
like that of a trusting child.
He gathered the people together and
prayed, the earnest and sincere prayer of
faith. When finished, he looked out at
the sky, it was as blue as ever, and the air
was just as dusty. Stepping out from the
school he looked all around, and there
in the distance he saw it, a small, dark
cloud. Pointing to the distant cloud he
told the people with great confidence,
“See, the rain is coming.”
The elders looked at this small cloud
and said, “Is that cloud going to bring us
rain?” “Yes”, said the evangelist. As they
watched, the cloud grew larger and the
wind began to blow through the dusty
streets and dry grass. Putting on his backpack the evangelist said, “I must go before the rain comes. I need to reach the
next village before nightfall.”
The evangelist had not reached the
next village before the rain hit: it came
down in torrents. Then as he stood under a shelter near the road, he realized
that as the rains had come in answer to
his prayer, so they would result in a great
harvest for the Lord.
The same spiritual rain will come in answer to our prayers, but it will come in
answer to the prayer of faith, the faith of
a unified people and the faith that lays
hold upon the Lord and will not let go.
Do you want to have that kind of faith
today?
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