
of extended mercy, and perhaps at 
some later time, desire more.

Despite his outward resistance, I 
felt that if I kept talking he would 
follow. And he did. Mr. Lee then 
accepted my invitation to attend the 
Christmas eve gathering where I in-
troduced him to my friends. When 
our evening visit ended, I invited 
him to come to my church the next 
day, assuring him that there would 
be a present waiting for him. Others 
warmly echoed the same invitation, 
but Mr. Lee was like a broken re-
cord. He kept repeating his oft-used 
phrase, “I’m not coming, because 
nobody loves me and nobody cares.”

I was speaking that weekend in 
church. To my pleasant surprise, 
halfway through my presentation I 

noticed him slip in the back, hunch-
ing a bit warily, not wanting to be 
noticed. I quickly yelled out, “Hey, 
Mr. Lee!” Not really, I didn’t, but 
my heart did.  I had just purchased 
a new sweater, and had wrapped it 
for him, hoping he would come. 
After the service, I thought I detect-
ed just a bit of thawing somewhere 
deep inside when he opened his gift.

After lunch, we invited him 
back, but he continued to cling to 
his self-loathing refrain that he just 
couldn’t, because after all, nobody 
loved him and nobody cared. Other 

I was exiting a bus on the way 
to meet with some friends 
for a Christmas eve gathering 

in Busan, Korea. Once outside, I 
couldn’t help but notice a slightly 
tottering, inebriated young Korean 
soldier who looked like he could 
use a bit of holiday cheer. “Merry 
Christmas!”  I said with a smile. His 
frosty reply could have chilled a po-
lar bear. “You don’t care,” he sneered 
with an aroma of alcohol outpacing 
his words. “Nobody loves me and 
nobody cares!”

I had no idea what I was encoun-
tering or how to extricate myself, so 
I latched onto the first sincere idea 
that came into my head. “Don’t 
your parents love you?” I asked with 
a pleading look. His face hardened 
like quick-dry concrete. “My par-
ents are dead. Nobody loves me and 
nobody cares.” Why does he keep 
saying that? I wondered. Seeing his 
mournful heart on full display, I 
offered the one Hope that is able 
to cover our most desperate losses. 
“God loves and cares for you.” 

“No, He doesn’t,” Mr. Lee spat 
out. “I told you that nobody loves 
me and nobody cares!”

As icily resolute as this man was, 
I sensed a supernatural tug on my 
heart to keep engaging him. I knew 
that the compassionate love of his 
Creator was my only hope to warm 
his soul, but I couldn’t force him to 
even consider that such love ex-
ists. All I knew was that I hoped 
he would take even the smallest sip 

encounters followed, each one play-
ing out this strange dance of invita-
tion, resistance, then acceptance. 

Some months later, he again 
showed up unannounced at a class 
I was teaching. Leaning over a table 
around which we had gathered to 
study the Bible, Mr. Lee did some-
thing I had never seen him do. He 
smiled broadly, then he said, “I fi-
nally do really believe that God loves 
me!”  How wonderful! I thought to 
myself. He’s on the road to healing. 

God says in His Word:   
For I satisfy the weary ones and 

refresh everyone who languishes. —
Jeremiah 31:25 (NASB)

Experiences such as this with Mr. 
Lee only lead me to affirm that the 

greatest force in the universe is not 
loneliness or fear; it’s not even suf-
fering, or sin, as terrible as those 
realities are. The greatest force in the 
universe is God’s infinite love—a 
love so powerful that it can overcome 
our greatest deficits, failures, losses 
and misplaced yearnings. Such love 
is more than enough to heal the ef-
fects of every sin, and can even grant 
us grace to thrive when all else fails. 
God’s love defies logic. It’s bigger 
than all difficulties. It can overcome 
every obstacle. 

At first, Mr. Lee was convinced 

give you. Draw from Me. When I’m 
all you have, I’ll be all you’ll need.”

God’s Holy Spirit spoke so as-
suringly that I was enveloped by an 
overwhelming sense of peace. I fold-
ed my hands, closed my eyes, and 
breathed out, “Lord, if You want 
me to live, I’ll live praising You and 
serving You. And if You allow me to 
die, I’ll die loving You and praising 
You, just the same.”

Now I realized for myself that 
God wasn’t just there for the great 
saints and those with the most 
elite spiritual experience, because I 
knew my journey was riddled with 
many failures. But God still opened 
His bank for me when I had no 
resources of my own.  Even in our 
most desperate moments, God can 
be trusted and adored. Even when 
faced with the greatest earthly loss, 
He still makes sense, because a real 
relationship with Him is its own 
reward, and His Word promises us 
that there will be no end to that.

As for me, I will see Your face in 
righteousness; I shall be satisfied 
when I awake in Your likeness.  

—Psalm 17:15 (NKJV)

Consider one more analogy: that 
of eating. On special occasions like 
Thanksgiving or Christmas, I typi-
cally enjoy a delectable feast with 
my friends. At other times, I just eat 
and say, “That was fine. That was 
good.” Sometimes it’s merely fast 
food. Some meals I skip. But gen-
erally speaking, daily eating keeps 
me healthy. Spiritually speaking, 
it’s the same way with my relation-
ship with God. Sometimes it’s a 
feast and His presence is so real 
and overpowering that I can hardly 
look up amidst the worship. Other 
times, my soul pauses to be fed and 
I leave, saying, “That was fine. That 
was good.” Other times it’s a bit 
like fast food—not great for health, 
but enough to get me through to 
the next meal. And sometimes, I’ll 
admit, I have skipped my time with 
God. But the basic truth remains 
the same: the trend of eating spiritu-
ally (feasting on His Word) keeps 
me healthy and under His healing 
treatment too. 

One thing I have desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to behold the 

beauty of the Lord, and to inquire 
in His temple…When You said, 
“Seek My face”; my heart said 
to You, “Your face, Lord, will I 
seek”…And now my head shall 

be lifted up above my enemies all 
around me: therefore I will offer 

sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; 
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises 
to the Lord. —Psalm 27 (NKJV 
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The classic book, The Desire of 
Ages, is the most widely translated 
book on the life of Jesus Christ. In 
its pages, you will discover God’s 
personal love for you. 

Did you ever sit on a railroad 
track as a child, waiting for 
a train to come? Excitedly, 

you wait, and listen. Long before the 
train arrives, you place your ear on 
the smooth surface of the rail and wait 
to feel the faintest vibration. The first 
tremor is nearly indiscernible. Is it my 
imagination? you wonder. A few sec-
onds later the vibration becomes more 
distinct, getting louder with each pass-
ing second. 

It’s coming! you 
suddenly realize. You 
glance up, half-expect-
ing the train to instant-
ly round the corner; 
but still no train. A 
bit later, the vibration 
on the track is joined 
with the definite sound 

of the approaching train. Finally, the 
locomotive bursts into view. The noise 
quickly becomes a deafening roar as the 
train races past just a few feet away.

In the same way, the sober sounds 
of ancient biblical prophecies predict-
ing an approaching ‘End of Days’ are 
steadily increasing. However, only those 
who are intently listening to catch the 
steady tread of events will “know that it 
is near—at the doors!” (Matthew 24:33, 
NKJV). Sadly, many people have actually 
died at railroad crossings because they 
weren’t paying attention, or had the 
music in their automobile cranked up so 
loud that they couldn’t hear the warning 
blasts from the train. 

Take note of this. When Jesus Christ 
was on earth nearly two thousand years 
ago, He clearly identified certain “signs” 
of His return; but today, millions are 
ignoring His merciful warnings, or sim-
ply aren’t paying attention. They either 
aren’t interested, or are too busy being 
entertained.

Intense Violence  

Jesus predicted, “As the days of Noah 
were, so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be” (Matthew 24:37, NKJV). 

What was it like in Noah’s days just 
before the flood? Here’s the answer: 
“The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence.” 

According to a 
resource article on 
the University of 
California’s web-
site, by the time the 
average US child 
finishes high school, 
he or she will have witnessed 8,000 
murders on television, and by age 18, 
over 200,000 acts of violence. A March 
14, 2014 report by Fox News stated 
that in one study, children who often 
played violent video games, “showed an 
increase in aggressive behavior such as 
shoving, hitting and pushing.”

Violent video games are extremely 
popular today, and are often linked with 
fatal school shootings. Consider also 
the unspeakable brutality of groups 
like ISIS, and many others. In Noah’s 
day, when God saw such violence upon 
His earth, “He was grieved in His heart” 
(Genesis 6:6). 

Surely our loving Creator grieves 
today.   

Sexual Immorality

Jesus also warned, “As it was in the 
days of Lot …. Even thus shall it be in the 
day when the Son of man is revealed” 
(Luke 17:28,30). 

Lot was a man who lived in a city 
called Sodom. What was Sodom known 
for? Sexual perversity. The shocking, 
open, and aggressive nature of this 
evil is recorded in Genesis 19 which 
describes how the homosexual men of 

Sodom tried to rape the visitors who 
entered the city. In Genesis 19, God in-
tervened. The very next day “the Lord 
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom” 
(verse 24). Archeologists have discov-
ered that ancient city buried under 
layers of ash. 

Sodom’s ruins exist today. 

Look around. The sacred nature of 
the marriage institution, established 
by God Himself in the Garden of Eden 
(see Genesis 2:24), is crumbling on all 
sides. On TV and the Internet, sexual 
perversity is shocking. Even children 
are targets. 

Sodom is rising again. 

Just three years ago (January 
2012), there were only six US states 
that recognized same-sex marriage. 
Today, that number has jumped to 35. 
The Supreme Court recently struck 
down the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) and sounded a warning to 
any individual state attempting to 
pass laws discriminating against a 
homosexual lifestyle. The result? Gay 
rights have trumped religious rights in 
America.

Before 2010, there were only six 
countries that had fully legalized 
same-sex marriage. Today there are 
18. Same-sex marriage is not only be-

ing legalized world-
wide, but homosexu-
ality is being pushed, 
even in elementary 
schools. Yes, those 
who struggle with 
same-sex attrac-
tions are people too 
who need love, and 

prayer. But the fact is, many are mili-
tant, and dangerous. 

Sodom has returned. 

cruel cross for our sins (read 1 Cor-
inthians 15:3). In this cosmic conflict 
against sin, He wants our loyalty. He is 
worthy of our love.

“God so loved the world,” Jesus 
told us, “that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16).

If your house caught fire in the 
middle of the night, and you and your 
family were sound asleep, wouldn’t 
you want your neighbor to sound a 
warning—to wake you up? He might 

even shout in a loud voice, “Your house 
is burning!” In the same way, God Him-
self is seeking at this very moment to 
warn us of impending doom. 

It’s the time of Noah all over again. 
These are the days of Lot and Sodom, 
Part 2. 

As in the time of Moses before the 
ten plagues struck Egypt, earth’s waters 
are already turning red. 

Similar to the history of ancient Is-
rael, “the birds of the air” and “the fish of 
the sea” are being “taken away” (Hosea 
4:3). 

Dear friend, it’s not an accident that 
you are reading this. Jesus Christ loves 
YOU. He is pleading with you to read His 
Book (the Bible), and to learn the truth. 

With a loving heart, Jesus urges you 
to turn from all sin, to trust Him, and 
to invite Him into your heart as your 
personal Savior today.
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